
THE BEAUTY OF MARIBOR 

Old Bridge over the River Drava in Maribor  

 

Formation of city of Maribor had been closely connected with crossing over river Drava. 

Most probably the first bridge in Maribor had built Romans, because Rome road went from 

Betnava (today at the edge of Maribor) to Flavia Solva (today Leibnitz in Austria) across 

Maribor down-town. Bridge had been made from wood so no rests were found. Roman's 

bridge renewed by Bernhard Spanheim, in the year 1124. By the bridge colony was built, 

which was mentioned in 1209 as borough - forum Marchpurch. Under the written data in the 

year 1222 bridge toll was collected.   

Settlement developed on terraces on left bank and at 4
th

 December 1254 first time mentioned 

as town - civitatem Marpurg. Because of increased traffic, bridge had been renewed 

comprehensive in 1450 and had been in use with different .  

During the years 1720 to 1730 road Wien – Trieste had been renewed and in 1775 the new 

wooden bridge was built. It served 150 years; in 1925 was pulled down.  

Slovene name of the town Maribor proposed by poet Stanko Vraz in 1836, came into force 

only in 1861, but to the end of WWI and during WWII German name Marburg or Marburg 

and der Drau was mainly in use.   

In 1909 along to wooden bridge the new bridge from steal on pillars built of stone start 

constructing. It was finished and handed over to the traffic on August 24
th

 1913. In that time 

was proclaimed as the most beautiful bridge in the Monarchy. 

Bridge had different names through the time. After construction should had the name by 

emperor Franz Joseph, but this was never realise. To the WWII called it State Bridge 

(Reichbrücke), also Drava Bridge. After the WWII II became the Main Bridge to December 

1963 when the new bridge from concrete was built. From that time, it is the Old Bridge.   
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